
This M
onth

When hurrying to work one day, 
Karen Olson passed a homeless 
woman and bought her a sandwich 
– but the woman, Millie, asked for 
a different type of sustenance. 
She asked to be heard. 
From this personal interaction in 
a small community in New Jersey, 
the now-national organization 
Family Promise emerged.
“It was originally founded as 
Interfaith Hospitality Network, with a mission of housing homeless families in 
churches,” says Bob Scanlon, Family Promise Parish Outreach Program 
Coordinator alongside his wife, Cathy. “The working model is for host 
congregations to feed and house families for a week at a time. The families 
then move to another church.” 
What began to emerge from this model was an ecumenical collaboration 
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Nov. 23
Parish office and school closed  
through Nov. 25
Nov. 24
Thanksgiving Mass, 9 a.m.
Nov. 28
Confirmation Practice, 
4:30-7 p.m.
Nov. 30
Confirmation, 6 p.m.
Dec. 2
Holy Hour of Prayer, 8-9 a.m.
Dec. 4
Coffee and Donuts
Dec. 6
Advent Penance Service, 7 p.m.
Dec. 8
Immaculate Conception-Holy Day 
of Obligation, Masses 8:30 a.m. 
& 7 p.m.
Dec. 11
K of C Second Sunday Breakfast
Dec. 18
Lifeteen Mass, 5 p.m.
Dec. 24
Christmas Eve, Masses,   
4 p.m. and 6 p.m.
Dec. 25
Christmas Day, Mass, 10 a.m.
Dec. 31
New Year’s Eve, Vigil Mass, 
5:30 p.m.continued on page 2
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of churches, which is why the organization was 
originally called the Interfaith Hospitality Network.  
“As the program evolved, it moved to 
helping families identify the root causes of their 
homelessness,” Bob says. “It helped them with 
things such as financial planning, child care issues 
and maintaining employment, providing support 
similar to an extended family. The name change 
to Family Promise was in recognition of this 
expanded relationship.”
In 1997, the Savannah affiliate started, and St. 
Peter the Apostle joined and began hosting families 
in 2008. Though Bob and Cathy had been involved 
in many parish ministries over the years, they feel 
that they have grown as a couple through serving 
with Family Promise.
“It has helped us to better understand the needs 
of the less fortunate in our community,” Cathy 
says. “It has offered an opportunity to truly live the 
Corporal Works of Mercy by housing, feeding and 
clothing the homeless.”
One unique facet of Family Promise is, as its name 
suggests, the importance it places on the family. 
“It is the only emergency housing organization 
that allows sheltered families to stay together as a 
unit,” Bob says.
Furthermore, the local Family Promise affiliate has 
joined with the Living Vine, a community agency 
that provides services for expectant mothers, to 
provide housing if necessary to the unwed mothers. 
“Previously, Living Vine was only able to provide 
services through birth,” Bob says. “They had not 
been able to help once the child was born. The 
new collaborative provides housing for up to six 
months following birth.” 

This December, St. Peter’s faith community will 
be hosting families in our parish center from Dec. 
18 to Dec. 23, days before the Christmas season 
begins.
“Workers from the parish will be needed to 
provide meals, entertainment and to spend the 
night,” Cathy says. “After all Masses on the 
weekend of Dec. 3, anyone who wants to help 
during the week, we are hosting families will have 
an opportunity to sign up.”
In short, the mission of Family Promise is to 
help end homelessness, and the data gathered 
reinforces the effectiveness of the program, 
especially because of the “wrap-around services 
provided” and the educational component.
“Nationally, 74 percent of families completing 
the program remain in stable housing,” Bob 
says. “Locally, the Savannah affiliate’s success 
rate is 93 percent of the families who have 
completed the program since 1997 have remained 
in stable housing.”
This Advent season, become involved with an 
organization serving that gives us the opportunity 
to – in the spirit of its founder – truly live the 
Corporal Works of Mercy.
“Our faith community has embraced this program,” 
Cathy says. “We are moved each time we 
house families at the number of volunteers from 
our parish who willingly come and help.”

If you would like more information about Family 
Promise, please reach out to Bob and Cathy Scanlon 

at 912- 897-6664 or bob-scanlon@msn.com. 
Visit the website for the national organization at 

http://familypromise.org.

“It has helped us to better understand the needs of the less 
fortunate in our community. It has offered an opportunity to 
truly live the Corporal Works of Mercy by housing, feeding 
and clothing the homeless.” – Cathy Scanlon
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A Letter from Our Pastor 

Is a Full-Time Calling
My Sisters and Brothers in Christ:

The Church celebrates the end of the 
liturgical year with the Feast of Christ 
the King. This feast, which was add-
ed to the universal calendar by Pope 
Pius XI in 1925, is all about TIME. 
Christ is, we believe, the Alpha and 
the Omega, the beginning and the 
end. He is, of course, much more 
than the bookends of a liturgical year.
Our liturgical customs include com-
memorating each year the great 
events in the life of Christ and the 
Church. In time, we remember peo-
ple like the martyrs of Korea, Sts. 
Andrew Kim Taegon, Paul Chong 
Hasang, and companions, who were put to death 
in the middle 1800s. We celebrate the Feast of the 
Annunciation, the moment in time when God took 
on human flesh in the womb of the Virgin Mary. We 
call to mind the missionary work of St. Katharine 
Drexel who, using the income from the inheritance 
she received from her furniture-maker father’s busi-
nesses, established schools across our country for 
African-Americans and Native Americans. She used 
the time she was given to return to God her gratitude 
through the good works that she engaged in.

As the weather cools and we think 
of pumpkins, trick-or-treating, carved 
turkey slices with cranberry sauce, 
and even of buying Christmas gifts, 
the Church invites us to consider 
how we can show our gratitude for 
the gifts we have received. As the 
saints and martyrs have shown us, 
being grateful is not always easy, to 
put it mildly, but it is always a blessing 
to others. But being grateful is our 
full-time calling. Many, many people 
in our parish show their gratitude 
through sharing their time, talent, and 
treasure in a variety of ways.

As we end the Church year and begin another, we 
reflect on how we have, in time, shown our gratitude 
for the many blessings God has given us.

Yours in Christ,

Rev. Michael J. Kavanaugh
Pastor

Being
Grateful
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A Look Back on Our Fall Frolic
As we entered into the month of October, our

St. Peter the Apostle community shared in fellowship and fun at our 
2016 Fall Frolic. We thank all who attended, as well as those who 

gave of their time and talents to make the event a success!
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at Our Parish

It is hard to believe that we are entering the fall season and 
that Advent is just weeks away. AND, that we are also about to 
celebrate our first anniversary of being a FORMED PARISH!
What an exciting year it has been! As we reported last quarter, 
our entire parish should be joyful to be a big part of one of the 
most successful FORMED implementations in the country! To-
day we have over 250 parishioners with active accounts.
We are happy to report that several of our ministries are using 
the great programs that FORMED offers. FORMED is now a 
big part of:

• The SPA RCIA program uses several of the instructional 
videos for the presenters to prepare and for those going 
through the RCIA process.

• The SPA Ministry of Parents (MOPS), our CCD programs 
and the Men of Saint Joseph rely on the “Opening Word” 
series to prepare for the weekly readings.

• Many parents are using the updated sacramental programs to prepare their children and themselves 
for Baptism, Reconciliation, First Communion and Confirmation.

• Parishioners are downloading Catholic eBooks, enjoying the over 30 inspiring audio presentations 
and 55 expert video commentaries on this year’s Sunday Mass reading, not to mention new feature-
length Catholic movies and the all new THE BIBLE and the VIRGIN MARY 12-part series based on 
Scott Hahn’s bestselling book Hail, Holy Queen! 

YES! As you can see, FORMED is growing in both content and parish participation. Don’t miss out. Log 
in to FORMED.ORG AND SIGN UP WITH OUR UNIQUE PARISH CODE: VCR23M!
Watch for more exciting news about expanding our SPA FORMED offerings to our Islands Community 
during this Advent season! 

Blessings,
John Humphries,
Your SPA FORMED Leader

An Update on
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We are so blessed here at St. 
Peter to have such a strong and 
vibrant parish community with 
beautiful liturgies, exciting events 
and active ministries. Behind all 
of the enriching experiences St. 
Peter has to offer are a lot of “in-
visible” works done by parishio-
ners each and every day. One 
of the many ministries that takes 
place “behind the scenes” in our 
church is performed by our Offer-
tory Volunteers – or money coun-
ters – who provide a truly essen-
tial service to the parish!

In the Offertory Volunteer Minis-
try, parishioners meet as a team 
of three to six people to help 
count the money from the week-
end offertory. The teams operate 
on a rotating schedule, so each 

one meets on a Monday morning 
about once every six weeks. 

According to volunteer Lori Hra-
bie, our parish is so generous that 
the task of money counting would 
be very difficult for one person to 
accomplish alone!

“It takes a team anywhere from 
two to four hours to count the 
money,” she says. “That’s a good 
thing – it means that a lot of peo-
ple have been to Mass and a lot 
of envelopes are in there. We 
have a very active parish!”

In addition to being inspired by 
the great generosity of our par-
ish, volunteering on a money 
counting team is a wonderful 
way to get to know other parish-
ioners. For this reason, many 

people who join this ministry end 
up staying with it for many years, 
building friendships with their fel-
low teammates.

“We moved to Georgia a little 
over five years ago,” Lori says. 
“I didn’t really know anybody, so 
I started to join things [at the par-
ish] and meet people. Some of 
the ladies on my team were in a 
discussion group together, so ev-
erything seems to come together 
and we see each other in other 
areas. People just really like it, 
and they enjoy the company and 
camaraderie.”

For Lori, serving as a volunteer in 
this ministry was a natural choice, 
since she is already a member of 
the parish Finance Committee. 

“I think that most people get enjoyment out of helping and doing 
something positive for others, just lending a hand to get a job done. 
It touches your heart to see that people want to help. I’ve met a lot 
of new families at the parish, and I think stewardship is a matter of 
meeting other people, being involved, and doing something to help that 
makes people feel good.” – Lori Hrabie

OFFERTORY 
VOLUNTEERS: 

A “Behind the Scenes” 
Ministry

continued on back cover
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Most parishioners tend to pick ministries that follow 
their talents and also fit well with their schedules. 
Another great aspect of money counting is that vol-
unteers can often do it despite having a busy sched-
ule, since it only requires a few hours of their time 
every six weeks or so. 
Finding a way to practice stewardship by giving of 
one’s time, talent or treasure is such a benefit to 
all – not just those being served, but also those who 
give of themselves in service. 
“I think that most people get enjoyment out of 
helping and doing something positive for others, 
just lending a hand to get a job done,” Lori says. 
“It touches your heart to see that people want to 
help. I’ve met a lot of new families at the parish, 
and I think stewardship is a matter of meeting other 
people, being involved, and doing something to 
help that makes people feel good.”

For parishioners who are interested in serving 
“behind the scenes” to help St. Peter the Apostle 
remain an active and vibrant faith community, 
service on an Offertory Volunteer team might be the 
perfect opportunity!
“Sometimes you just want to do something to help, 
and you don’t want to be out in the spotlight,” Lori 
says. “That’s more what money counting is about – 
you’re just doing it to be helpful. It would take the 
bookkeeper hours to do on her own, so this really 
lightens someone else’s day. I know [the parish staff] 
has so many things they need to do, and anything 
you can do to help to get things done is appreciated!”

Offertory Counters  continued from page 7

Are you interested in helping the parish as an 
Offertory Volunteer? Please call Linda Wilharm at 

912-897-5156 for more information.


